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Abstract.
Natural disasters are among the most challenging disasters in the contemporary world. Natural disasters such as earthquakes, tornadoes, volcanic eruption, and tsunamis, among other forms of catastrophes, have time and again posed sensitive results to the affected groups. Therefore, emergency and disaster planning agencies are mandated to provide a basis addressing the associated risks. Disaster preparedness and emergency response are deemed essential tools for addressing the risks of natural disasters, and earthquakes are hardly exceptional. For that reason, this study will examine the role of laws, regulations, enforcement, resilience, and planning in response and recovery in earthquake disasters. It is noteworthy that the preparedness of the first responders highly influences the ability of law enforcement agencies and officers to respond to as well as help victims of a disaster to recover. According to Singh, Pandey, & Mina, (2019), laws and regulations are mandated to ensure improved building of regulatory regimes which can provide the means to learn from disaster encounters in addition to outlining those lessons into a long-term practice for disaster mitigation and resilience. Laws and guidelines play an imperative role in setting guidelines for strategies as well as performance management, which often promote more dependable as well as predictable international financial mechanisms for financing recovery. Planning is a core element in assessing the hazards and potential risks associated with earthquakes, and it helps in fatality management services (Braun & Peyrard, 2018).  Planning defines logistics and supply chain management of facilities before and after the earthquake disaster. Laws and regulations, and planning have demonstrated a greater capability in addressing as well as providing response in recovery after earthquake disasters. 

Introduction.
Emergency and disaster planning is a sensitive process which entails a series of coordination in conjunction with the co-operative process of preparing to match urgent needs with all the available resources. To enhance preparedness, the concerned agencies are mandated to provide a thorough guide to the most accurate protocols, procedures, as well as division of responsibilities in the emergency response. As evident, the role of laws and reinforcement in addressing disaster is very similar to the day-to-day task of public safety as well as supporting the community. Also, it is the role of the concerned authorities to show responsiveness capitalizing on training and knowledge of the community (Saunders & Becker, 2015). More importantly, laws and regulations help in giving a roadmap on what should be done to ensure resilience and recovery of crisis. Law enforcement officers, as well as agencies, should depict a thorough understanding of the most fundamental needs of the community in regards to disasters and know on how to interact with the at-risk population in the everyday endeavors (Saunders & Becker, 2015). However, the ability of law enforcement agencies and officers to respond to as well as help victims of a disaster to recover is highly influenced by the preparedness of the first responders. The degree of resilience is also determined by the ability to carry out emergency response tasks together as a team before, during, and aftermath of the disaster. This study will examine the role of laws, regulations, enforcement, resilience, and planning in response and recovery in earthquake disasters.



Review of Literature.
According to the International Disasters Law (IDL), both natural and human-caused disasters do not only strike agencies or departments but also challenge the wellness of the community. The IDL defends that the outcomes of disaster are very devastating, regardless of which level they belong. Hirono, Tsuda, & Kaneki, (2019) asserts that response and acute preparedness for crisis is a paramount tool towards planning and recovery in earthquakes and other forms of disasters. Preparedness for earthquake disaster must be complemented with acute reinforcement of laws and regulations (Gall, Nguyen, & Cutter, 2015). Currently, many law enforcement agencies have adequately trained as well as equipped their personnel with knowledge on how to provide an immediate response to mass casualties such as earthquakes. Others have trained their employees on how to provide an immediate response to the psychologically impacted individuals. According to Braun & Peyrard (2018), the law enforcement agencies are mandated to acknowledge the devastating effects of an earthquake and regain focus towards reinforcement in laws which would help in preventing the harsh impacts of earthquakes. Law enforcement agencies are mandated to ensure that the highest priorities are given to the aftermath of earthquakes and other natural disasters through saving lives and providing emergency relief (Gall et al., 2015). 
According to Singh, Pandey, & Mina, (2019), laws and regulations are mandated to ensure improved building regulatory regimes which can provide the means to learn from disaster encounters in addition to outlining those lessons into a long-term practice for disaster mitigation and resilience. According to Hirono et al., (2019), accurate protection against earthquake risks and building regulatory capacity must be put in place to redeem permanent components of urban as well as regional development. Hirono et al., (2019) defends that disaster affiliated laws and regulations must be institutionalized in all the responsive agencies and in establishing practices while putting into consideration adequate standards as well as compliance which must be supported as well as verified on a consisted long-term basis to ensure effective risk reduction (Barin et al., 2016). From another point of view, law enforcement officers are mandated to show heroic efforts during the times of disasters. They should ensure that emergency services are stretched to the maximum while helping the public to regain safety and carrying out lifesaving missions (Saunders & Becker, 2015). Accordingly to Saunders & Becker, (2015), every first responder during a disaster and emergency response are required to extend their hand of concern to survivors. Police officers, among other personnel, should know which law and regulation to reinforce to ensure the ability to respond to and cover from disaster (Barin et al., 2016). From another point of view, the role of law enforcement is responding to disasters, a role which is very similar to the day-to-day role of public safety in supporting the community to resilience after an earthquake and other natural disasters (Saunders & Becker, 2015). 
Law enforcement officers are required to believe in their training and capitalize on emergency responses based on community knowledge. Law enforcement officers are believed to have a better understanding of their communities based on how best they interact with residents daily (Singh, Pandey, & Mina, 2019). Such knowledge helps first responders to gain the ability to provide valuable situational awareness regarding how to provide immediate response as well as recovery groups coming in to help (Saunders & Becker, 2015). More importantly, law enforcement is aimed at communicating essential information to the emergency management team as well as help in offering help support to another member of the response.
Moreover, providing a response to earthquakes among other disasters comes out as a shared responsibility, a fact which needs to be acknowledged by those in law enforcement agencies by remaining very much aware that emergency management planning for all disasters. Law enforcers are required to act as a team to keep communities safer (Hirono et al., 2019). It is also noteworthy that laws establish accurate guidelines in addition to accountabilities for risk assessments in addition to make sure risk information as a core step towards resilience and recovery in addressing the risks of earthquakes. 
According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), varied provisions under the law have a limited practice in mapping the risks as well as vulnerabilities (Braun & Peyrard, 2018). However, they support the production of a detailed as well as comprehensive risk index, which often gives a clear foundation for the acute integration of risk information into disease planning processes. Legislative bodies have also agreed that the role of laws and regulation is to provide the legal framework that would possibly benefit from including more comprehensive provisions depending to nature as well as the frequency of hazard assessment (Barin et al., 2016). According to Braun & Peyrard, (2018), laws and regulations are mandated to provide stronger links amid risk assessment and vulnerability map while encouraging the development planning and construction sectors.
Further, the laws and regulations give a stronger assignment of responsibilities affiliated with the emergency response education and awareness rising with a series of measures to be implemented. According to Saunders & Becker (2015), laws and regulations provide a legal framework for stakeholder participation in earthquake risk reduction, where decision making chances are limited. More importantly, the contemporary legal structure provides accurate guidance role of stakeholder contribution. Accordingly, the IDL, Laws and regulations and several other sectarian laws emphasize on the importance of community participation and in some cases provide general frameworks to try to achieve the set goal (Barin et al., 2016). Also, under the ‘village law’ of 2014 many mechanisms exist for community representatives to take decisions that are relevant to the village’s exposure to natural disasters, founded on the standards that such matters are assigned to village authorities under the law (Braun & Peyrard, 2018).
Studies have also affirmed that  to ensure effective and efficient earthquake  response and preparedness, the laws and regulations should be reinforced for strengthened readiness as well as  the  capacity  to recovery planning, enactment, and  monitoring across regions  and all the  varied levels of government  while establishing increasingly accurate  roles for  and responsibilities  for all actors in a recovery setting (Saunders & Becker, 2015). Experts have also argued that acute planning helps in strengthening all the mechanisms for collaboration with services in areas of recovery as well as construction that demands standardized approaches for the aftermath of earthquake strikes (Singh et al., 2019). Planning has been used in defining resilience, and recovery response outlay, in addition to other core support services including the sharing of information, capacity building, best response practices, regional as well as multilateral support to countries, as well as progress monitoring. 
Planning is the key to acute emergency preparedness. Planning pictures safe places by identifying the shorter places for the vulnerable individual to run for safety. According to Sahebjamnia, Torabi, & Mansouri, (2015), planning has been used as a roadmap towards disaster preparedness by outlining means on how to outline on how to practice safe earthquake procedures. According to OSHA’s Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response, planning for a natural disaster entails outlining for equipping, response training and exercises, and acute enumeration of an action plan. 
From another point of view, planning helps in establishing situational assessment and awareness which is extremely essential in that it helps in providing key information for response efforts. FEMA’s National Response Framework suggests that planning helps in outlining the most common patterns of disasters response and recovery through setting out communication and emergency operations plan which acts as guiding documents for immediate response during an incident (Sahebjamnia et al., 2015). Also, the Emergency Operations Plan entails the operational strategy for the response. According to the IDL, disaster planning has been used in the context of Haiti in defining critical transportation which could include the evacuation of disaster survivors and the delivery of essential response personnel, services, and equipment to the affected areas. Planning helps in the provision of fatality management services through strategizing to work closely with the local authorities to share information and provide an immediate response to the earthquake and other disasters (Sahebjamnia et al., 2015).  Overall, the role of laws, regulations, their reinforcement, resilience, and planning in response and recovery are essential practices in addressing earthquake disasters.
The role of laws, regulation, reinforcement, and resilience in earthquake disasters.
The role of laws and regulation enforcement in responding to a disaster is essential, and it helps in restoring and maintaining public safety as well as supporting community stability (Williams & Shepherd, 2016). Law enforcement helps personnel to portray better as well as capitalize their knowledge of the community while fully understanding the resources needed to respond to earthquake disaster and hence applying this information to meet the community needs. More importantly, laws enable the law enforcement personnel to carefully interact with their communities which best interact with residents and a daily basis (Malesky & Taussig, 2017). Law enforcement helps in communicating the essential information to the emergency management team and can offer adequate support to other members of the team and in the neighborhoods. 
From another point of view, law enforcement allows the first responders to participate in many operations including search and rescue, evacuations, as well as maintaining overall public safety within the community (Williams & Shepherd, 2016). Laws and regulation regarding earthquake disasters play a core role in building a regulatory framework which would certainly allow for the construction of safer buildings to reduce the risks of collapsing during seismic events. Williams & Shepherd (2016), argued that disaster management laws pave the way for providing improved protection to the immediate public, and more so the poor and the marginalized groups. Laws and regulations are mandated to ascertain acute representation of earthquake perception in addition to the values of the core components of the vulnerable population, including children, persons with disabilities, women, and the minority. Another role of laws and regulation is to ensure the acute improvement of the general quality of life as well as habitation in human settlements.
According to the International Disasters Laws (IDL), disaster laws and regulation reinforcements play a vital role in strengthening flexible recovery frameworks for disaster risks and reduction based on deliberations via the course of the conference (Williams & Shepherd, 2016). In this setting, laws play a core role in promoting as well as ensuring efficient, inclusive, as well as effective recovery and reconstruction intervention measures via the institutionalization of post-disaster need assessments. It avails recovery frameworks across religions and all levels of government (Braun & Peyrard, 2018). More importantly, laws and regulations enhance governance, empower communities, and they strengthen coordination in the aftermath of earthquakes and hence supporting resilience. 
From another point of view, the laws and regulations define the way for the provision of adequate financial reserves in addition to resources set by government to manage as well as respond to disasters triggered by natural hazards (Williams & Shepherd, 2016). Laws and guidelines play an imperative role in setting guidelines for a strategize as well as performance management, which often promotes more dependable as well as predictable international financial mechanisms for financing recovery. Laws and regulation are mandated to strengthen the readiness as well as the capacity for recovery planning, implementing and monitoring across different areas and levels of government while establishing clear roles and responsibilities for all actors in a recovery setting (Braun & Peyrard, 2018). 
More importantly, laws and regulations estimate the need for additional consultation regarding ensuring further consultation in developments. As such, laws complement the need for voluntary commitment in support of resilience and recovery and reconstruction in the Post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction. It is noteworthy that laws and regulations define the ultimate need for Incident Command System, which establishes responsiveness and accountability for all response personnel at the scene (Gall, Nguyen, & Cutter, 2015). Laws and regulations support resilience and recovery of an earthquake by supporting the response personnel to oversee all safety as well as health aspects while ensuring acute proactive in optimal safety as well as injury prevention. Laws allow the emergency responders to emphasize on the need for increased situational assessment, preparedness, and provision of the most accurate response to seismic events mains other disasters. To this extent, it is noteworthy that the role of laws, regulation, their reinforcement and resilience are necessary tools for enhancing recovery after the earthquake incidences. 

The role of planning in response to a recovery in earthquake disasters.
Planning plays a core role in the context response and recovery in earthquake disasters. As such, planning paves the way for addressing the response as well as recovery work in earthquake-impacted areas by presenting safety and health risk evaluation. Planning helps in providing acute identification, evaluation, as well as controlled systematically to alleviate occupation safety and health risks to response and recovery workers (Malesky & Taussig, 2017). Planning plays a key role in providing general disaster precautions by defining the precaution path to search and rescue operations. Besides, planning in response and recovery in earthquake disasters is mandated strategize for environment response, health, and safety strategies. As such, planning sets the pace by ensuring safe conditions in the immediate aftermath of an earthquake by identifying and describing response processes. It outlines ways to assessing the conditions of building structures, the life safety and environmental health condition, infrastructure system, and secures facilities from unauthorized entries.
Planning is a core element in assessing the hazards and potential risks associated with earthquakes. It helps in fatality management services by ensuring that first responders work closely with the local authorities to collect and share data concerning the emergency (Braun & Peyrard, 2018). Another role is to define logistics and supply chain management of facilities before and after the earthquake disaster. In this setting, disaster management agency is mandated to hold advanced discussions with essential suppliers to develop a mutual aid agreement to simplify the delivery of appropriate research-related resources at the time of the request (Fekete, 2019). Planning defines operational communication coordination during a disaster. As such, the planning team is always committed to defining the acute communication system which could be applied to notify the officers in the context of defining the emergency and a series of response actions, as well as delivering coordinated, reliable, timely, and actionable information. 
Also, planning plays a key role in establishing the emergency response plan. From this point of view, planning established emergency evacuation procedures and the appropriate environment condition that do not expose evacuees to a dangerous environment (Fekete, 2019). Planning also defines conditions under which evacuation would be necessary, when sheltering may take place, the most specific evacuation procedures, and the specific evacuation procedures which include specific route as an aftermath of the earthquake. Planning also sheds light on the effects as well as the key tools for acute response and recovery procedures.  
Conclusion.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In summation, an earthquake is among the most challenging natural disasters whose aftermath is quite devastating. From this understanding, the role of law, regulations, their reinforcement, resilience, and planning for recovery in earthquake disasters remains a key element which should be embraced from every perspective. According to the International Disasters Law (IDL), laws and regulations are mandated to create links amid risk assessment and vulnerability map while encouraging the development planning and construction sectors (Braun & Peyrard, 2018). Further, the laws and regulations give a stronger assignment of responsibilities affiliated with the emergency response education and awareness accompanied with a series of measures to be implemented. Planning plays a core in logistics and supply chain management of facilities before and after the earthquake disaster. Disaster management agencies are mandated to hold advanced discussions with suppliers to develop mutual aid agreements to simplify the delivery of appropriate research-related resources at the time of the request. It is recommendable for National Security Agencies and other affiliated agencies to ensure acute law enforcement, resilience, planning, and response for recovery in earthquake disasters.  
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